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  Scotland is a great country but its people carry a heavy burden of disease and it has a higher proportion of remote and rural communities compared to England. This may account for the larger allocation of per capita funding from the Treasury to Edinburgh: nonetheless Scottish public services are facing similar financial constraints to the rest of the UK.  

  Health service organisation in the two countries has diverged over recent years: in Scotland the Health Bill will not be applied and both primary and secondary care continues to be managed by Health Boards since the dissolution of Hospital Trusts. 
  In primary care any changes in the management of kidney patients will to some extent be determined by as yet unannounced changes in the Quality Outcome Frameworks (QOFs). The QOFs apply equally in Scotland and England and I do not anticipate any differences emerging between the two countries in the delivery of primary care to kidney patients. 
  The pressure points for renal services in secondary care continue to be haemodialysis capacity and transplant waiting list numbers. In the short term I think that the established structures for organising health care in Scotland are more likely to protect and develop dialysis and transplantation than those being introduced in the Health Bill.  
