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Idiopathic membranous nephropathy (IMN) is one of the more frequent forms of glomerular disease but still sufficiently uncommon that single centre, and perhaps even single nation, studies will inevitably struggle to recruit adequate numbers. The speaker has played a leading role in two lengthy and complex studies in this disease and will discuss some insights and lessons. The first study, a national randomized controlled trial comparing three forms of therapy in progressive IMN, started in 1998 and recently reached its conclusion. The second is a genetic analysis using DNA samples collected in three countries and has produced spectacular new information about the factors predisposing to the disease in Caucasians. Neither study would have been possible without collaboration, flexibility (and patience!) and the success of these pieces of work can provide a model for the future in other renal diseases.
