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A synopsis:  The past year has seen proposals for change in the NHS on a scale not seen since its foundation over 60 years.  By the time we reach the conference the “Listening Exercise” should just be reporting and we may have a clearer picture of the Coalition’s Plans for the NHS and the Health and Social Care Bill.  What we do know with certainty is that there is a scale of financial challenge facing the NHS, fuelled by the downward pressure on the public purse at the same time as demand continues to grow, demographic and epidemiological pressures increase and both patients and the public have a growing sense of entitlement.  The challenge for NHS Managers will be to manage these contradictions whilst maintaining quality.

