Abstract Birmingham: Advances in understanding Acute Kidney Injury

This presentation will review recent advances related to AKI and will focus mainly on critically ill patients in the ICU. 
An update will be provided  on recent developments in the definition and  classification of AKI, using the RIFLE and AKIN definitions.
The epidemiology of AKI both outside and in the ICU will be discussed.
The diagnostic approaches with clinical  and “new” biochemical methods, including urinary biomarkers will be reviewed.
The prevention section will focus on contrast –induced AKI and will summarize the role of osmotic contrast media, the selection of fluid therapy, the dose of CM and the role of pharmacological interventions. 
Finally, the choice between the different dialytic options like intermittent and continuous RRT modalities will be discussed based  on the results of several recent clinical trials .
The discussion of the correct dose of dialysis will be summarized.
The early and long-term prognosis, focusing on the relation between AKI and chronic kidney disease and its evolution to ESRD, will be discussed.


