P12

Self- locating peritoneal dialysis catheters – 1 year’s experience
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Introduction: In September 2008 we changed from inserting coiled Tenchkoff catheters (TC) to the Gambro self -locating catheter (SLC) in an effort to overcome the problem of catheter dislocation.
Aims: To establish whether the SLC was superior to the TC with respect to dislocations, malfunction, peritonitis rates and catheter survival as has been previously documented1. To demonstrate that dialysis adequacy is not inferior with the SLC compared with the TC2.
Methods: A retrospective review of all SLC insertions from September 2008 to September 2009, and all TC insertions in the year prior to this. Fisher’s exact test or the unpaired t test, were used to establish the statistical significance of each outcome.
Results: In the first year of inserting the SLC 56 were placed, 41 have 6 months follow up. In the year prior to this  50 TC were inserted; 5 were removed prior to 6 month follow up for reasons other than failure of dialysis or infection (e.g. transplantation) these were excluded from analysis.  

	
	SLC (n=41)
	TC (n=45)
	P value

	Catheter survival
	34 (83%)
	33 (73%)
	0.3

	Peritonitis rates
	7 (17.1%)
	8 (17.8%)
	1.0

	Radiology manipulations
	1 (2.4%)
	8 (17.8%)
	0.03

	Surgical repositioning 
	4 (9.8%)
	3 (6.7%)
	0.7


First adequacy assessment data from time of catheter insertion was present for 30 SLC and 31 TC. The duration from insertion to assessment varied from 1 to 10 months.
	
	SLC (n=30)
	TC (n=31)
	P value

	Average KT/V
	2.59
	2.42
	1.0

	Creatinine Clearance (l/wk/1.73m2)
	109.6
	91.8
	1.0

	APD
	8 (27%)
	5 (16%)
	0.36

	CAPD
	22 (73%)
	26 (84%)
	0.36


Conclusions:

The SLC group had a significantly lower number of radiological manipulations compared with the TC group due to fewer catheter dislocations. On all other outcomes there was no significant difference after 6 months follow up. 
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