ABSTRACT:
  Patient Perspectives: the talk will explore the following themes: 
· The impaired health-related quality of life of ESRD patients is well documented
· Patient perceptions and values remain individual and unique
· Patients, in general, are cognizant and aware of these perceptions -- that are different from that of the health care provider
· As health care reform unfolds, providers will be obliged to try to better understand and address these perceptions
· Thus, one of the major challenges confronting us in the coming years will be how to understand, evaluate and integrate patient perceptions into our patient care plans and practice patterns

