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Due to the advent of Kidney Disease Improving Global Outcomes (KDIGO), the body generating nephrology recommendations for the European Renal Association – European Dialysis Transplantation Association (ERA-EDTA was reorganized and renamed European Renal Best Practice (ERBP) instead of European Best Practice Guidelines (EBPG), the previous name. It was decided to generate only “position statements” or “recommendations” if evidence were insufficient, and to generate “guidelines” only in case high evidence. As a consequence, several position statements or practical advices have been published the last two years, whereas several other texts are under development or in press. In the field of vascular access, EBPG generated guidelines in 2007. The most important recommendations of this monography will be highlighted. A recent position statement in NDTPlus and an abbreviated version in NDT by ERBP, which are in press, focus on the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of dialysis catheter related blood stream infections (CRBSI). This monography has been written as a European extension and adaptation of the guidelines by the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) on the same topic. Also the contents of this monography will be highlighted, with emphasis on two flowcharts on the stepwise approach to catheter infection and the choice of antibiotics. Finally we will briefly point to the existing evidence about use and risks of catheter locks.       

