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Abstract

The evidence that climate change is happening, and that human activity is driving it, is now incontrovertible. Climate change has been considered the biggest global health threat of the 21st Century. However, the very provision of healthcare itself also has a significant untoward environmental impact. The carbon footprint of NHS England is 18.6 million tonnes of carbon dioxide per year. The contribution of kidney care to this footprint is unknown, but is anticipated to be disproportionately high. Many of the initiatives to reduce carbon emissions related to kidney care also offer improved efficiency and quality of care at a lower financial cost. 

 The Green Nephrology Programme is the first specialty-based programme to facilitate a clinical transformation to lower carbon healthcare. Work to date has included the development of a network of Green Nephrology Champions, the completion of a study of sustainable practice within renal units, the development of case studies of good sustainable practice within kidney care, exploration of barriers to sustainable kidney care, and the undertaking of carbon footprinting studies. 
