Summary:

The optimal rate of dialysis initiation and of home dialysis usage have not been defined, however the principle that access to renal treatment should be equal for all suitable patient groups is one of the tenets of the UK Renal Registry. 
Variation in RRT incidence in the UK is in part related to the age, ethnicity, socio-economic (SES) and health status of each renal centre’s population. Variation in the proportion of patients treated with a home dialysis modality might also be influenced by these factors, although to a lesser degree. To understand the centre level factors associated with RRT incidence and the usage of home dialysis modalities a national renal unit survey was undertaken.

These results demonstrate that there is great variation between renal centres in staffing levels, pre dialysis education programmes, capacity for in-patient and out-patients treatment and in nephrologists’ attitudes towards conservative care and home dialysis treatments.

This talk will present the results of this survey, completed by every renal unit in the UK, for the first time.

