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Prescribing medicines for patients with AKI can represent somewhat of a challenge to the MDT. Using case studies to illustrate, the CPD talk will focus specifically on drug therapy in these patients.

The presentation will review general principles of prescribing and dosing and discuss:

The importance of full drug histories and medicines reconciliation including where to find out essential information.

Identification of common nephrotoxic drugs, including some of the less obvious potential culprits. 

What to do when the patient is usually prescribed nephrotoxic agents or drugs that should be avoided in renal failure and the selection of alternative less offending medicines.
How to adjust doses of drugs in the changing clinical setting, acknowledging the risks of both overdosing patients and underdosing with narrow spectrum drug therapies. 

Briefly discuss when to use eGFR or Cockroft and Gault calculations and when not to use.

Finally useful resources and sources of information available to the team when prescribing drug therapy will be highlighted.
