Getting NIHR Programme Grant funding for clinical kidney research: an insider’s view

Following the publication of its report “Best Research for Best Health” in 2006, the government brought together all Department of Health research funding and made the National Institute for Health Research responsible for allocating these funds. Through its various work streams the NIHR allocated £397 million in health research in the financial year 2008-2009. The Programme Grants, which support a programme of work around a core theme, are one of the largest of the funding streams, with individual awards up to £2 million. The funding panels that advise on funding these grants are in the unusual position of being able to support all applications they consider suitable. Applications are not therefore competing for funding against one another but rather setting out to demonstrate the quality of the research and strength of the research team, the relevance of the research to the NHS and the likelihood of significant benefit from the research to the NHS and patients within 3-5 years. These funding panels consist largely of health services researchers highly skilled in study design, qualitative research, statistics and health economics as well as patients focussed on how they have been involved in the application and written into the proposed study design. Understanding the workings of these panels is important if applied renal research groups are to tap into the valuable NIHR funding resource.
