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BACKGROUND: Vascular access is a fundamental component of haemodialysis and remains a significant challenge.  Vascular Access Nurse Specialists (VANS) roles have influenced and improved service delivery. 
DESIGN: Morriston Hospital, Swansea employed their 1st Vascular Access Nurse Specialist 8 years ago.  The fundamental components of the role are the co-ordination and planning of the vascular access pathway, maintenance and surveillance of existing vascular access, undertaking advanced clinical practice procedures, education and clinical audit.

The service has had to evolve and grow in response to the ever increasing demand for patients requiring renal replacement therapies. The service now has two VANS, and a more complex vascular access pathway. 

An innovative aspect of these VANS roles is the insertion of non-tunnelled and tunnelled haemodialysis catheters. 
Education of patients/family and multidisciplinary team includes Vein preservation, needling techniques/strategies with guidelines and protocols supporting all aspects of vascular access care to ensure consistency and quality. 
Clinical audit influences the planning of service delivery and provides feedback for clinical standards and targets

Conclusion: The VANS role is successful as it allows  a streamlined service supported by a proactive team of Vascular surgeons, Nephrologists, Interventional radiologists and Vascular technologists.
