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The numbers of older patients requiring dialysis therapy is rising reflecting the ageing of the general population. Older dialysis patients have a tendency to present later for dialysis, have a higher number of comorbid conditions, are at higher risk of cognitive dysfunction and have increased levels of frailty. These are all barriers to home dialysis therapy so hospital haemodialysis is the predominant dialysis modality for older patients. Part 1 of the BOLDE study has shown that quality of life is similar for patients on peritoneal and haemodialysis but with less illness intrusion for patients on PD.  The study, however, has shown that many patients are not being told about PD despite the fact that the majority of older patients want to be involved in the decision about choice of dialysis modality.  Evidence is emerging from the qualitative part of the study about how patients make decisions and how they view their dialysis experience.  
