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BACKGROUND: Prior to patients being considered for the transplant list they are required to undertake pre-transplant tests. Giving a clear picture of the patient's overall health status, this helps identify potential problems before they occur. It also helps in determining whether transplantation is the best option increasing the likelihood of success. 

Historically this was performed by one member of the multidisciplinary team, within the renal department. That person rarely came into contact with the patient involved. By restructuring the department each modality became responsible for their own patients transplant suitability and their work up.

Purpose:  The development of a transplant database aims to improve the work up, and maintenance of the transplant list within an outlying renal hospital for the home therapies community team.
Design: Two databases were developed; one to follow the progress of patients work up and the other to determine patients status on the transplant list.

Findings: Both databases are now implemented and prove invaluable. The work up database is used within the modalities so that when patients move around the service their work up does not get delayed. The transplant status list also shows an improvement in number of patients active on the list.

Conclusion:The development of the database is much more accessible to all of the multidisciplinary team. Ensuring patients are given the best opportunity possible to increase their chances of a transplant.

Relevance: This approach could be adopted by others. The standards are available to anyone who wishes to adopt and adapt them for use in their locality.

