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Introduction: The ISN renal sister center program was established in 1994 to enhance training links between centers in emerging countries and established renal centers. We jointly performed a survey of all 116 nephrologists in Belarus to establish previous postgraduate training in nephrology and help to explore how our sister centre link ( established in 2006) could best enhance nephrological practice in Belarus. 


Methods: We performed a survey of all nephrologists in Belarus using a standardized questionnaire. 41 nephrologists are working in 17 General Nephrology Departments , 75 nephrologists work in 25 haemodialysis clinics( 8 centres also undertake peritoneal dialysis)  and there is 1 centre for renal transplantation. The survey investigated previous postgraduate training including attendance on courses and at nephrology meetings; access to journals and international clinical attachments. Views on how the renal sister link could help individual nephrologists were sought. 


Results: Return rate was 68/116(69%). 95% of respondents were trained nephrologists with >1 year of previous nephrology training. Median duration of nephrology practice was 8.7(1 to 30) years and 7% had a higher degree.  Areas of clinical interest: 65% haemodialysis, 35% peritoneal dialysis, 50% general nephrology and 10% renal transplantation. 53% had attended a postgraduate nephrology course in Minsk, but only 13% had attended any courses outside the CIS region. 13 individuals had undertaken international clinical attachments. Only 9% had attended an ERA/EDTA meeting, 7% an ISN Congress and 1 an ASN meeting. 28% had published a median of 2 (1 to 27) papers in a regional journal and 5% had presented an abstract at an international meeting. 78% had access to Russian Renal Journals but 56% had no access to other renal journals ( 22% access to NDT; 31% to KI; 7% to cJASN; 3% to AJKD). The participants indicated that the ISN renal sister center program could help them directly through an internet linked case discussion forum(16%); running educational courses in Belarus(100%); offering clinical attachments in the UK(65%) and developing collaborative research projects (10%). 

Conclusion: This survey has identified a major opportunity for collaborative postgraduate education and training through the ISN renal sister program between the UK and Belarus. We should strive to enhance access to international renal journals and establish an internet joint case discussion forum between the UK and renal centres in Belarus. Secondly we should jointly plan the best use of ISN Fellowships and Travel Grants for clinicians from Belarus. Exploring potential areas of collaborative clinical research projects for appropriate motivated individuals. The results of this survey provides a valuable baseline measure of post-graduate nephrology training in Belarus to enable subsequent analysis of progress of the program after 2 and 5 years.


