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In common with all medical research fields, research into renal disease is limited by the restricted availability of funding. To inform the process of prioritising research areas for future funding, Kidney Research UK carried out a survey of patients affected by kidney disease to elicit their views on the aspects of renal disease most deserving of research effort. At the same time, the Renal Association Research Committee commissioned a survey of the research interests of active UK investigators. We have now taken the data from these two surveys together to compare the research areas prioritised by patients and investigators.


The Kidney Research UK survey was carried out during the early part of 2007, and included 1193 respondents from 36 renal units across the UK. 74% of participants identified themselves as kidney patients. The Renal Association survey was carried out in 2006, with an update in 2007. There were 290 respondents, all actively involved in renal-related research as Principal Investigators. 5% of the participants relied on Kidney Research UK for their personal salary, and 28% held other Kidney Research UK research grants.


Patient research priority and investigator research interest responses were divided into broad categories for comparison. The results are shown in the Table below:

	Category
	% Patient Responses
	% Investigator Responses

	Pathological Mechanisms & Progression
	43
	53

	Dialysis
	22
	4

	Transplantation
	18
	5

	Stem Cells
	9
	1

	Health Services & Clinical Research
	6
	16

	Cardiovascular
	0
	9

	Genetic Disorders
	0
	4

	Diabetes
	0
	3

	Cancer
	0
	2



The data from these two surveys indicate that both patients and researchers consider that understanding the pathological mechanisms of renal disease and its progression is the most important priority for research. Patients also rated Dialysis and Transplantation as high priority areas, probably because of their clear relevance to the lives of those with advanced renal disease, but these topics are less attractive to investigators. Clinical, epidemiological and health service topics were more popular with investigators than patients. Within this category, the most highly rated patient topics were those relating to direct patient benefit, such as “quicker scanning” and “less painful analysis”: this was also true for the Dialysis category. Other categories with more investigator than patient interest included conditions associated with renal disease such as cardiovascular disease and diabetes: the relevance of these may not be obvious to patients. The high rating of Stem Cell research among patients is interesting and is probably due in part to its high media profile.


The data obtained from the Kidney Research UK survey will be considered within the criteria used for setting future research priorities and allocating grant funding. Therefore, investigators should also take this information into consideration when planning their research programmes, although not to the extent of lessening the emphasis on the other important areas that will bring patient benefit and thus will remain firmly within Kidney Research UK’s overall research strategy.


