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Introduction: North America and some European countries have reported changing incidence of primary glomerular disease, in particular a rising incidence of focal segmental glomerular sclerosis (FSGS). It is unclear whether these same trends are present in the United Kingdom (UK).

Aim: The aim of this study was to review native kidney biopsy results in Northern Ireland, UK, to determine the pattern of primary glomerular disease over 30 years.

Methods: All native kidney biopsies performed in Northern Ireland between 1976 and 2005 were included. All biopsies were analysed at a single pathology centre. The diagnoses were classified according to EDTA codes. The data was divided into three ten year time frames with the population at the midpoint of each time frame used for analysis.

Results: There were 2128 biopsy results recorded of which 2111 had a recorded date of birth. Biopsy rates increased from 20.2 to 70.8 per million population per year between 1976-1985 and 1996-2005. Average patient age increased from 33.2 to 48.7 years. 

Table. Primary glomerulonephritis (GN) in patients aged over 15.

	Years
	1976-1985
	1986-1995
	1996-2005

	Biopsies with primary GN
	117
	251
	538

	IgA nephropathy (%)(
	32
	33
	43

	Membranous (%)
	37
	33
	26

	Min change disease (%)
	9
	8
	11

	FSGS (%)
	6
	9
	4

	MPGN type 1 (%)
	4
	10
	10

	MPGN type 2 (%)
	4
	1
	0.2

	Other GN (%)
	8
	6
	5


(As a percentage of primary GN

Conclusions: IgA nephropathy is the most common biopsy-proven primary GN. This is similar to other European and Asian countries and is in contrast to North America were FSGS is most common. A rising incidence of IgA nephropathy has been mirrored by a declining incidence of membranous nephropathy. Rates of FSGS remain low with no evidence of increasing incidence.
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