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The impact of a vascular access multi-professional care pathway on diagnostic imaging and interventional radiology
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AIM: In September 2006 we initiated a vascular access multi-professional care pathway (MCP). The aim of this study is to evaluate the impact of this MCP on the workload of the vascular lab and interventional radiology services.  We serve a population of approximately 1.4 million for vascular access

Method: We conducted an audit of prospectively collected data from both services.

Results

	Financial Year
	Duplex Ultrasound

(pre and post access assessment)
	Interventional Radiology

	
	
	Fistulogram
	Fistuloplasty
	Total

	2001/2
	233
	27
	20
	47

	2002/3
	264
	16
	27
	43

	2003/4
	229
	25
	17
	42

	2004/5
	160
	11
	13
	24

	2005/6
	249
	15
	25
	40

	2006/7
	Incomplete data
	25
	33
	58

	2007/8*
	1085
	33
	56
	89


*To Jan 2008

Conclusions: The MCP has massively increased the workload of the vascular laboratory and seen a doubling of the interventional radiology workload. Units looking to develop access care pathways for their patients need to take account of the additional workload that this will bring.  


