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Update on Renal Patient View 

Keith Simpson, Cherry Bartlett and Neil Turner.

Renal Patient View (RPV) allows patients attending UK renal units to view up to date extracts from their renal unit electronic patient record on a secure Internet server. It was set up after a short pilot in 2004 and 4000 patients are now registered. Thirty renal units are participating and more are joining. Currently data can be sent from three renal computer systems and links from six others are being developed. Transplant list status is send directly from UKT.

Security is at about the same level as shopping on line and patients are satisfied with this.  These have not been any security problems.

Patients use RPV to monitor their results, keep a note of prescriptions and in some units it is possible to see their clinic letters. And as an aid when consulting a doctor when away from home.  GPs have access to RPV records for their patients and some renal units use RPV to help run their satellite unit clinics.

In 2006 RPV was assessed by 583 patients who returned a self-administered questionnaire (organised by CB). 14% of the replies came from non-users and the rest were from registered users or their carers.  89% of users said RPV was quite or very useful.

Future developments will include more lab results, extended information links and possibly input from the patient to their record.

RPV has been set up by the Renal Information Exchange Group (RIXG) and uses a standardised open source scheme for secure data transfer.

