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The Human Tissue Act 2004 came into force on 1 September 2006. It is a framework for regulating the storage and use of human organs and tissue from the living, and the removal, storage and use of tissues and organs from the deceased, for specified health related purposes and public display. This includes donation of organs for transplantation.

There are a number of key points that affect the donation of organs from the deceased and the living for transplantation.

1. Deceased donation

· Consent and in particular that the wishes of the deceased in life take precedence

· In non-heart beating donation, it is legal to take minimum steps to preserve an organ, whilst awaiting consent. 

2. Living donation

· All living donor transplantation will be regulated by the HTA

· There will be the opportunity for paired donation and non-directed altruistic donation
· Trafficking of human organs will remain illegal

The Human Tissue Authority has been set up as the regulatory body for the HT Act and the presentation will give an update on the work of the HTA with respect to organ donation and transplantation. Further advice and guidance is available on the HTA website at www.hta.gov.uk

