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Background and Aims
The National Kidney Federation (NKF) , the kidney patient charity, understands that the provision of renal treatment in the UK depends on decisions within government and the effect that opposition parties have on government. With a general election anticipated in May 2005, the charity resolved to ask all main party candidates their views on a broad range of renal issues. Prospective candidates would seek assistance from their Party headquarters to answer the survey and this would result in the parties formulating policy around renal.

Methods 
During late March and April 2005 the NKF printed 45,000 Survey forms - and posted three such forms to each of 15,000 kidney patients. The patients were requested in a covering letter to ascertain the three major parliamentary candidates within their own constituency and then send them a survey form. Candidates were asked to complete the survey and send it back to the patient. The patients were asked to forward replies to the NKF when received. The survey form asked a range of renal questions and made clear that the person requiring answers to the questions was an individual voter within the candidates constituency. With 650 constituencies, the maximum number of main party candidates was approximately 1950. 

The Questions
The survey asked questions on Chronic Kidney Disease, Dialysis, Transplantation, Organ Donation and whether if elected they would join the All Party Parliamentary Kidney Group. All replies have been captured onto a database, question by question, candidate by candidate.

Results 
The National Kidney Federation received a total of 968 unique replies ( some candidates replied on several different forms but have only been counted as one ). There were 473 replies from Labour, 272 replies from Conservative and 194 replies from Liberal democrats. Other parties contributed a further 29 replies. 

Informing Patients
A full report of the findings including an analysis of all questions and the levels of support shown by political party has been displayed on the NKF website www.kidney.org.uk since the 9th July 2005 and has been visited by 37,000 patients as of 24.10.2005

Long Term Benefit
The All Party Parliamentary Group in the House of Commons grew from 108 before the election to 175 following it. All three parties now have renal policy.
