Despite recognition of the need for high quality access in the treatment of patients with end stage renal failure, haemodialysis patients often receive their therapy via access associated with a higher morbidity and mortality.  The Renal National Service framework recognises the importance of vascular access in the preparation of patients with established renal failure in Standard 3 from the 1st part: 

"All children, young people and adults with established renal failure are to have timely and appropriate surgery for permanent vascular or peritoneal dialysis access, which is monitored and maintained to achieve its maximum longevity". Data from the recently completed national Vascular Access survey (Kidney Research-UK/ Renal Association) will be presented to illustrate the current situation with the provision of vascular access in the UK, and to demonstrate the morbidity associated with vascular access. This will be supported by UK data taken from other sources. An overview of current strategy will be presented, drawing on several working parties. These link data collection, service provision and infection control. Finally, a suggested action plan will be presented for discussion.
