Withholding and withdrawing dialysis in terminal renal failure: can it be morally justified?
In this presentation I shall argue that withholding and withdrawing life prolonging dialysis in terminal renal failure can be morally justified. A morally straightforward justification arises when the patient has autonomously requested (instructed would be a better term) such withholding or withdrawing of treatment. I shall also argue that withholding or withdrawing life prolonging renal dialysis can also sometimes be justified in cases where the patient is not autonomous or legally competent, and has not made a valid advance directive. Such cases would be justified when the dialysis does not or would not sufficiently benefit the patient's health to outweigh its harms or burdens. And I shall argue that such withholding or withdrawing of a life prolonging treatment need not be morally equivalent to deliberately killing the patient.

