Promoting Excellence in Care of the Dying

Excellence in Care of the Dying has been championed by the Hospice movement in the UK. This model of excellence is recognised by society and also by healthcare professionals.  However, so often this model has not been translated into acute hospital settings.  Caring well for patients at the end of their lives is important for the patient, their relatives and also the health-care professionals involved in that care.  The Liverpool care of the Dying Pathway (LCP) has been developed to transfer best practice from Hospice into Acute Hospital settings.  The LCP is used as a framework of care and documentation in the last hours and days of life and is initiated when the patient enters the dying phase.  It contains three sections, initial assessment, ongoing care and care after death.  The LCP framework is part of the Department of Health ‘End of Life’ initiative and is currently being disseminated throughout Acute Trusts in England. This paper will overview the LCP framework and outline the current national renal failure LCP pilot project.

