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Although fibrosis is common to many diseases the processes that regulate it remain poorly defined. Using the peritoneal cavity as a model system and a disease state where repeated infections drive peritoneal fibrosis we have begun to unravel how the inflammatory process is regulated. Using both in vitro and in vivo approaches we have identified key cytokine (Il-6/sIL-6R) and signalling pathways (NFkB/STAT1/3) that under normal circumstances serve to control inflammation but when they become dysregulated drive aberrant responses including leukocyte recruitment and tissue fibrosis. The mechanisms that control these effects will be discussed in the context of therapeutic intervention to prevent end-organ damage.  

